


installed, I check that the blade is 90° 
to the table. This ensures uniform 
thickness at the top and bottom edges 
of the strips. Finally, I adjust the rip 
fence so that it’s parallel to the blade.

Three options
Now that you have your saw in top 
order, you can turn out perfect thin 
strips. And there are three ways to get 
the job done.

Ripping Short Strips. One of the 
best ways to safely rip strips that are 
less than 30" long is to use a simple 
push sled that rides against the rip 
fence (Figure 2). It’s just a piece 
of plywood with a hardwood cleat 
attached so it overhangs the edge. The 
workpiece fits into the notch formed 
by the cleat. Once you have the rip 
fence positioned to the width of the 
sled plus the thickness of the thin strip, 
just slide the sled and the workpiece 
through the saw blade. 

Long thin strips
The sled works great for shorter 
boards. But if you have longer strips 
to cut, like the ones for the box handle 
on page 16, you’ll need  a different 
setup. That’s when I turn to  a saddle 
push block that rides over the fence, or 
a stop block clamped to the waste side 
of the blade.

Stop Block. If you prefer to have 
the strips come off the waste side of 
the blade, you can use a stop block as 

shown in Figure 3. A wood 
block and a couple of clamps 
will work. But some feather-
boards can be turned around 
and mounted in the miter slot as well.

I clamp the block just in front of 
the blade at a distance that matches 
the thickness of the strip. You’ll have 
to move your fence for each cut. Just 
move it until the workpiece butts 
against the stop block without binding 
the fence. 

Push block. If you don’t want to 
move the fence each time you make 
a cut, then  the saddle push block is a 

better option (Figure 4).
This is just a block the same width as 

your rip fence with a piece of 1⁄4" hard-
board attached to each edge. One side 
of the block has a notch cut in it. The 
block straddles the fence as you push 
the workpiece through the saw blade.

So the next time a project calls for 
thin strips, turn to one of these meth-
ods. You’ll get consistent strips ready 
for glueup. W
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