


Corner-bead
Leg

Chamfers and tapers can be
added in many ways to enhance
the look of the project. But be care-
ful not to remove so much material
that the leg looks flimsy.

CHOOSING A PROFILE
Adding a routed detail to a square
leg can influence the style of the
project as well. A simple roun-
dover might just be considered a
relief. But more elaborate profiles
will change the style.

FLUTES AND BEADS. Flutes and beads
are found on many different styles
of furniture. A single bead on the
outer corners of a leg looks attrac-
tive as shown in the left drawing,
above and main photo (opposite).

Double and triple flutes or beads
also add detail (center drawing,
above and box at right). But keep
it simple. One side of the table leg
may be enough, and no more than
the two surfaces facing out.

BANDS. Adding horizontal bands
like the one in the right draw-
ing above will break up the long
straight lines on the leg. You can
rout or cut a flat-bottom dado in
the leg. Adding a bead inlay band
in the dado makes a small, but
dramatic difference in the style.

ADDING A FOOT
Another way to transform the look
of a square leg is by adding a foot.
All it takes to create a foot is a few
band saw cuts.

TAPER. One way to do this is to
cut tapers at the end of the leg (left
drawing). Again, leave enough
surface to support the leg.
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A bead bit can be
used along the three
outside corners.

Banded
Leg

Evenly-spaced A bead molding
flutes are cut with Is inlaid in a
a core box bit. shallow dado.
Avariation on the taperisshown  scroll on the front J)f a leg can be
in the center drawing below. This  cut on the band saw with ease
leg is just arched with a cut on the  (right drawing).
band saw. The two inside faces The legs shown here are just a
of the leg are cut, reflecting a few examples of a number of
contemporary style. profiles you can make to dress up
SCROLL. A scroll shape is usually a square leg. You can add or
considered a traditional style. subtract design elements to any
And you may think that scrolls size square leg to match the style
are difficult to create. But a simple  that best suits your project.
Tapereﬂ Curved Scroll-curve
I
~—
A four-sided A curved A scroll on
taper at the taper on the the outside
bottom of a inside faces is face of a leg
leg defines cut on the is cut on the
a foot. band saw. band saw.

Worth A Look: Triple Bead Bit

A triple bead bit, like the one shown below, can be
set to cut a profile on the outside faces of a leg in
one pass on the router table. Using a bit like this
can save time in set up and cutting. To make the

profile shown on the leg at right, I set the bit to cut ¢
the profile in the center of the leg.
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Triple flute bit
cuts flutes in
one pass
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