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Metal Laminates

jaws completely, the laminate is
likely to crack from the stress.

Usually, I cut my laminate over-
size and flush trim it after it has been
glued down to the substrate. But one
thing I’ve learned is to cut the lami-
nate so it’s just slightly larger than
the substrate. (I try to cut my lami-
nate so that it overhangs the sub-
strate by about 1/4" on all sides.)
You’ll have to be a little more careful
about positioning the laminate as
you glue it down, but it you’ll get a
cleaner edge when it comes time to
trim the laminate flush.

Gluing – Once you’ve cut the
laminate, the next step is to glue it
down. Contact cement is the best
adhesive for this job. The thing to
remember when using it is that
once you put the two pieces
together, they’re stuck. So I always
position the laminate by supporting
it on narrow strips of wood, as shown
in the photo on the opposite page.
The you can remove the strips one
at a time, smoothing the laminate
down as you go along.

If you’re going to be laminating
both the face and edges of a work-
piece (like a countertop) it pays to
follow a specific procedure. I start by

doing the edges first. This way, the
laminate on the face of the work-
piece will overlap the laminate on the
edges, making the joint line less
noticeable. Also, items that get
dragged across the top of the work-
surface will be less likely to catch on
the edge and pull the laminate loose.

Trimming – The final step in
applying laminate is trimming it
flush with a router. This is a fairly
simple process. To trim the edges, I
use a straight, flush-trim bit, like you

see in Figures 2 and 2a.
After all the edges have been lam-

inated and trimmed, you can move
onto the face of the workpiece. After
gluing the laminate down, I use a
special type of chamfer bit to trim it
flush, see Figures 3 and 3a. This bit
has a shallower angle than an ordi-
nary chamfer bit. So it trims the lam-
inate flush and at the same time
softens the edge by creating a slight
bevel. This leaves you with a profes-
sional-looking joint line. 

{ NNaarrrrooww  SSttrriippss.. Tin
snips work great for
cutting narrow strips
or odd shapes of
plastic laminate.
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Plastic laminate has been around
for decades, but metal laminates
are relatively new. Metal lami-
nates can be used on vertical or
horizontal surfaces — any place
where you want the look of metal.
They come in two different types.
Some are simply thin sheets of
solid metal (usually aluminum) in
different colors and surface treat-
ments (buffed, brushed, etc.).

The other type of metal lami-
nate is actually a thin layer of
metal bonded to a traditional
paper and resin backing. These
come in a wide assortment of pat-
terns and textures. 
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